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ment. The position and status of Indian Princes,
however important, should not be allowed to obscure
the greater issue, namely, the larger interests of the
States themselves.
The reforms that have been introduced in British
India and those hereafter to be introduced cannot
but create a keen desire on the part of the subjects
of the Princes to take a larger share in the administra-
tion of their country. The conflict between the
autociatic power and the personal rule of the Princes
in the majority of the States and the necessity of so
reforming their governments as to allow the transfer
of at least part of their authority to constitutional
agencies is, perhaps, keener today than it has ever
been in the past.
In developing the federal idea, the Simon Com-
mission do not appear to have considered the differ-
ences between the individual position of the Princes
and their governments. In other words, in a
scheme of federation with British Indian provinces,
which will be autonomous, it will be the States that
will be the corresponding units and not the Princes.
His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner, in a speech
delivered after the October pronouncements of the
Viceroy did, in a sense, reco'gmze these differences
when he stated that " Federation is a word which has
no terrors for the Princes and Governments of the
States." If there is to be a federal union, it has to-
be with a big State or a group of States, and the mam